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Ioanna Avraam was born in Nicosia, Cyprus and began bαllet lessons at the age 

of four at Nadina Loizidou school of ballet in Limassol. She continued her 

studies on scholarship at the Heinz Bosl Stiftung Ballet Academy in Munich, 

Germany (2006). This scholarship was awarded to her after the final of the Prix 

de Lausanne world competition in Switzerland (2006). 

Upon completing her studies and successfully auditioning for the Vienna State 

Ballet (2008), she chose to live and work there, in one of the world's most 

significant ballet companies. She has progressed through all the ranks of a 

classical company, reaching the highest position and becoming the first Cypriot 

to reach such heights. She started as a member of the Corp de Ballet (2008), 

then progressed to Demi Soloist (2010), then Soloist (2014) and finally was 

promoted to Principal Dancer (2022). In addition, she is a sought-after guest 

artist across Europe and beyond, continually inspiring and captivating 

audiences worldwide with her exceptional artistry and invaluable contributions 

to the world of ballet. 

Ioanna's extraordinary contributions to ballet have been recognized with 

numerous prestigious awards, including the Artist ‘23 Award by the Cyprus 

Academy of Sciences, Letters, and Arts, the Nemitsas Award in 2024 by the 

Nemitsas Foundation, and the Special Recognition ‘24 Helena Vaz da Silva 

European Award for Raising Public Awareness on Europe’s Cultural Heritage, 

presented by the National Centre for Culture in Portugal in collaboration with 

Europa Nostra. Beyond the stage, Ioanna is dedicated to education and 

mentorship. She earned her Postgraduate Teaching Certificate from the Royal 

Academy of Dance in London in 2022 and regularly shares her expertise 

through teaching and coaching. 


